CHAPTER XII
O HORTLY before Lord Redesdale's recall a difficulty
^J arose with Lord Cloncurry over the latter's request to
be made a magistrate of the counties of Dublin and Kildare.
This incident, trivial in itself, has been misrepresented by
Lord Cloncurry in his Memoirs; but little harm would
have resulted had the book not been regarded as an
authoritative source of information on the Irish history of
the time and widely referred to in the notices of Lord
Redesdale's Chancellorship. It is also given among the
list of authorities for the biography of Lord Redesdale
in the Dictionary of National Biography. .As letters are
now available which throw a different light on the subject,
it appears necessary, in dealing with the Chancellor's work
in Ireland, to devote to it more than a passing notice,
which is all it really deserves.
Lord Cloncurry is looked upon in the light of a hero
and martyr by many of his own countrymen, who lavish
praises on his virtues and attainments. Htzpatrick, in his
Life of Lord Cloncurry,1 tells us that" perhaps no life of the
last generation except O'ConnelTs has so wide an historical
interest." This is high praise. A short account of the
career of the man whose conduct brought upon him the
censure of the English Government andfinally his imprison-
ment for two years in the Tower of London, and against
whose pretensions the Irish Chancellor made so decided a
stand, appears therefore to be necessary.
1 W. J. Fitzpatrick, Life, Times, and Contemporaries of Lord Cloncurry
(1855).
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